
FSA Writing 
Test Review2019



The FSA writing test is finally here. Today is the day you 
show everyone how awesome you are! You have 

practiced and worked so hard that every person here 
today WILL pass this test!

You can do it! I believe in you!

Today is the day!



1. Flip to middle of booklet and READ 
PROMPT

2. Then read passages
3. As you are reading, find your T1/R1, 

T2/R2 and T3/R3 and LABEL THEM
4. Plan on your planning sheet
5. Write the essay

Taking the Test - STEPS



Informative or Opinion

Informative
* Explain
* Inform
* Give information
* Tell what your 

learned

Opinion

* What do you think
* How do you feel
* Opinion
* Pick a side



Planning

I  ____________

R1_________  a.____
b._____

R2_________ a._____
b._____

R3_________ a______ 
b.______

C__________

I  ____________

T1_________    a.____
b._____

T2_________    a._____
b._____

T3_________    a______ 
b.______

C__________

Opinion Informative



Label your T1 and A’s and B’s in the articles



Plan on the PLANNING SHEET
Draw your 
IRC/ITC 
outline on 
here



3 Sentences

1. Hook
2. 3 Topics/Reasons

3. Closing

I Paragraph



T (topic) 

3-4A
3-4B

W

T1/R1, T2/R2, and T3/R3 Paragraphs



* In the article Freaky Frogs, it states that 
“Scientists in Japan have produced see-
through frogs.”

OR

“Scientists in Japan have produced see-
through frogs” (Freaky Frogs).

Referencing Sources
In the beginning 
of the sentence

At the end of 
the sentence in 
parenthesis



* In Source 3, it states that scientist have 
found frogs that are see through. 

OR

Scientists have found frogs that are see 
through (Source 3).

Referencing Sources



You only need to reference 
1 or 2 times

in each middle paragraph

* At least 1x per middle paragraph
* No more then 2x per middle paragraph

Referencing Sources



A and B Sentences
Writing A Quote

Stealing the EXACT words from the 
text

In the article Freaky 
Frogs, it states that 
“Scientists in Japan 
have produced see-

through frogs.”

State the name of 
the article you got 
the quote from



According to the text Freaky Frogs, scientists are 
excited about the new look of frogs.

*Taking words from text and changing them around to make 
them your own

A and B Sentences
Paraphrasing

You 

CANNOT just 

copy! It must 

be in your 

own words!



Not taking anything from text. Just writing your 
own thoughts and ideas about the quotes and 

paraphrasing.

Ex. They will be able to gather a lot of new information. 
This is going to help scientists in the future. 

A and B Sentences
Own thoughts and ideas



3-4 Sentences

1. Summary or overview of topic
2. State 3 topics/reasons

3. Thought/Feeling

C Paragraph



* Try not to use 1st, 2nd and 3rd

* Use the medium and/or advanced transitions
* You MUST have transitions for R1, R2, R3 and 

conclusion

Transition Words



Your A and B sentences 
HAVE to be LONG

and
You have to have 8-10 sentences 

in each middle paragraph

MOST IMPORTANT



You MUST have a balance of:

-quotes
-paraphrasing

-own thoughts and ideas

A’s and B’s



* 1 quote (up to 2 quotes)
* Paraphrasing
* Own thoughts and ideas

In T1/R1, T2/R2, and T3/R3

You must use REFERENCE YOUR SOURCE AT 
LEAST ONE TIME in each middle paragraph!

Middle Paragraphs



Try not use the same EBT more 
than once

For example, if you use “According to the author…..” 
you can only use that phrase ONE TIME in your essay

EBT



YOU MUST STATE THE TITLE OF THE 
ARTICLE, AUTHOR, SOURCE # or page #, 

paragraph #

EBT Phrases to Help you Reference
* According to the text
* In paragraph 2
* In the first passage
* The author states
* Based on the information in the text
* In the article
* For example, in the text

When Referencing Sources…



The BIG difference

In an opinion essay, you MUST clearly 
STATE your opinion in ALL 5 paragraphs!

You must FIGHT for your side the whole 
time!

Take a side and SUPPORT it. 

Informative vs Opinion



* Clearly state your OPINION in the 
introduction paragraph

* Clearly state your opinion in the TOPIC 
sentences for R1, R2 and R3

* Clearly state your opinion in the 
conclusion

Opinion Writing



When you hear….
“You have 10 minutes remaining”

1. Write 2-3 more sentences in your 
paragraph

2. Start writing your conclusion paragraph
*This is only if you are not already on your conclusion*

10 minute 
warning



* Informative – teach, explain to your reader and give 
information about a topic

* Opinion – pick a side and stick to that side. Fight for 
your side and support it with evidence from the text.

DO NOT Confuse the two



* Remember, DO NOT forget to INDENT

* Everyone should indent 5 times (once for each 
paragraph)

* Make sure you can see it

Indent



* You have to capitalize and punctuate
* Don’t forget
* Start every sentence with a capital letter
* End every sentence with a period, exclamation point, 

or question mark
* ALWAYS capitalize the letter “I” when it is alone

Capitalization and punctuation



* No matter what the prompt is…..you are ready.
* You have practiced for many different prompts.

You are Ready!



* You can do this
* Stay focused
* Find the key word
* Start writing and don’t stop
* When you hear 10 minutes left, you know what to do
* If you are writing an informative, pick 3 topics to teach 

about
* If you are writing an opinion, pick 3 reasons to support 

your side

You Are Ready For This



* Don’t write big and sloppy
* If you start to write big and think you might run out of 

room, start writing real small. 
* Keep an eye on time. 
* Don’t get stuck on the prompt, find your topics and 

reasons and start writing.

Last Minute Tips



* Indent
* Use transition words
* Write BIG middle paragraphs
* Reference your source in every middle 

paragraph 
* Use some quotes, some paraphrasing, 

and some own thoughts/ideas
* Finish!

Please…do not forget!



You all are awesome! 
You got this!

Good Luck!
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